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Abstract

Pla mar or drumfish Boesemania microlepis (Bleeker) is a

diadromous fish. Full grown size can be as big as 1 m.total length and weight
about. 10 kg. Silvery tiny scales are its prominent characteristic. It feeds on
small fish and prawns. Male fish is distinctively smaller than female,
particularly during the spawning season which ranges from December to March.
It is one of the most popular table fish that in the past was found abundantly
in many vrivers, but now the numbers are greatly decreasing toward the
extinction in some rivers. The National Inland Fisheries Institute (NIFD) set up
the research project in 1990 aiming to conserve this valuable fish and to
promote it for aguaculture. It succeeded in induced spawning the fish collected
from the Bangprakong River in Chacherngsao and Prachinburi Provinces in January
1991 using hormone injections (three times with 10 hours apart). The eggs
(bouyant with 0.8 mm. diameter) were fertilized artificially and transferred to
be hatched in 2-8 ppt. salinity sea water. The hatch out period was 21 1/z hours
at. the water temperature of 22 c”. The techniques for induced spawning of this
fish which was firstly practiced in this country will be used to produce the

fingerlings for stocking in the natural waters and for aquaculture development.
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